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ascend to my God: He who enclosed us all in flesh and
put us upon earth to prove whether, when here below, we
shall live obedient to His ordinances; and who also will
require of us, when we depart hence to His presence, an
account of our lives. He is the Judge of all proud wrong-
doing; and the groans of the oppressed ordain the punish-
ment of the oppressor.
"Let Alexander then terrify with threats men who wish
for wealth and who dread death. Against the Brahmins
his weapons are powerless; we neither love gold nor fear
death. Go then and tell Alexander this: Dandamis has
no need of aught that is yours, and therefore will not go
to you; and, if you want anything from Dandamis, come
you to him."
Onesikritos duly conveyed the message; Alexander
listened with close attention, and "felt a stronger desire
than ever to see. Dandamis, who, though old and naked,
was the only antagonist in whom he, the conqueror of
many nations, had met more than his match".
Alexander invited to Taxila a number of Brahmin asce-
tics noted for their skill in answering philosophical ques-
tions with pithy wisdom. An account of the verbal skirmish
is given by Plutarch; Alexander himself framed all the
questions.
"Which be the more numerous, the living or the dead?'"
"The living, for the dead are not"
"Which breeds the larger animals, the sea or the land?'*
"The land, for the sea is only a part of land."
"Which is the cleverest of beasts?"
"That one with which man is not yet acquainted."
(Man fears the unknown.)
"Which existed first, the day or the night?"
"The day was first by one day." This reply caused
Alexander to betray surprise; the Brahmin added: "Im-
possible questions require impossible answers".
"How best may a man make himself beloved?"
"A man will be beloved if,, possessed with great power*
he still does not make himself feared."
"How may a man become a god?"*
* From this question we may surmise that the "Son of Zeus" had
an occasional doubt that he had already attained perfection.